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     The Earliest reference to the Black Rood of Scotland places it with the Anglo-Saxon princess Margaret, the Elder sister of Edgar Atheling of the House of Wessex.  Edgar and his two sisters were taking refuge in Scotland.  It is only after Margaret became the wife of King Malcom III Ceanmore (r.1057-1093) around the year 1070, that she is listed as the bearer of this priceless relic. It is said that with its influence she brought about the end of the Celtic religion.

     It is described to be a casket in the shape of a cross, containing what was believed to be a piece of the true cross, set in an ebony crucifix, richly ornamented with gold. Margaret who was canonized in 1250 bequeathed the Rood to her children. St Margaret is said to have pressed it to her lips and eyes, and expired clasping it with both her hands.

     The contemporary biographer of her son, King David I (b 1084-1153), relates that the "Black Rood of Scotland," had become regarded by all the Scottish people with feelings of love and awe during the twelfth century. In 1128, King David founded the Holyrood Abby.  It was said that on the night of a tussle with a  muckle hart', David had a dream that advised him   to make a house for deacons devoted to the Cross' (Holyrood Ordinale, c.1450). The Monastery of the Holy Rood was completed on a site near the spring of St Margarets (then known as St. Davids) in 1141 for the Augustinian Friars.(Keay,311)

     Its next documented location was the castle of Edinburgh. Where it was kept as an heirloom of the kingdom.  It remained there until the year 1291 when with many other relics of Scotland, it was delivered to King Edward I (Long shanks; 1239-1307). King Edward I used it to give increased solemnity to the oaths of fealty, which he exacted of the magnates of Scotland.(Kill,342)

     When the hapless King David II (son of Robert the Bruce; b.1324-1371) invaded England in 1346, he took the Black Rood with him.  He believed that God through this relic would insure safety to his person, and victory to his armies. David was defeated and taken capture by the Lord of Raby.  The Black Rood of Scotland along with other spoils of the battle, were offered up at the Shrine of St. Cuthbert in the Cathedral of Durham. The coming of the Reformation brought about the cathedrals pillaging and all traces of it vanished.
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