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A Gillyflower by any other name 
Would still smell of cloves
by Sarra of Caer Adamant

The name gillyflowers have many spellings and are associated with many flowers.  The list of common spellings includes: gili-flower, gilloflower, gillyvor, gylofre, girofle, and many others.  All of these derivations come from the Latin Carophyllus, which means "nutleaved" This name was given because the gillyflower's fragrance was similar to the fragrance of the clove tree, which was then called Eugenia Caryophyllata.  To add to the confusion the name gillyflower was assigned to many types flowers; most notably the carnation, but it also refers to other members of the Dianthus family, pinks, sweet Williams, and even occasionally stock.  The common trait that gives them all the right to the name gillyflower is the scent of cloves.

	The carnation is said to have been introduced to England by Julius Caesar in 55BC.  During the next 400 years the Romans occupied England and introduced many plants, traditions and beliefs.  The carnation or "coronation" as it was then called was used to make wreaths, garlands, and crowns.  These crowns in Latin were known as "corona".  The term coronation eventually evolved to carnation.  In the Middle Ages there were hundreds of varieties of carnations, most of which no longer exist.  Parkinson, one of the leading garden experts and authors of the period said of carnations: "But what shall I say to the Queen of delight and of Flowers, Carnations and Gilliflowers, whose bravery, variety, and sweet smell joined together teeth everyone’s affection with great earnestness both to like and to have them?"  Parkinson’s enthusiasm for the carnation can also been seen in this quote: "I take this goodly great old English Carnation, as a precedent for the description of all the rest, which for his beauty and stateliness is worthy of prime place."  So we see that the ubiquitous choice of modern florists has been a favorite since ancient times.
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